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TESTIMONY OF GEGE KAWELO. PRESIDENT

ON
BILL 15

RELATING TO THE EXECUTIVE OPERATING BUDGET AND PROGRAM FOR
THE FISCAL YEARJULY 1, 2010TO JUNE30, 2011

Wednesday,April 21, 2010,City Chambers,3rd Floor, Honolulu1-lale

City Council: Todd K. Apo, Chairand PresidingOfficer: NestorK. Garcia, Vice Chair; IkaikaAnderson,FloorLeader;members,RomyM.

Cachola, DonovanM. Oem Crruz, Charles K. Djou, Ann H. Kobayashi. GaryH. Okino andRod Tam

Aloha ChairApo, Vice-ChairGarcia,andmembersof theCity Council:

The Wai’anaeHawaiianCivic Club (WHCC) hastwice beenthe recipientof the city’s Leeward
coastGommunityBenefitsProgram (LCCBP) initiated in 2006by Mayor Mufi Hannemann.

ThesegrantshaveallowedtheWHCC, anon-profit 501 (c)(3) organizationto conductaresearch
projecton thehistory of the 4 majormoku(s)(district) of Nanakuli,Luaualei (Maui), Wai’anae
andMakaha.

In collaborationwith Nanaikapono,Lualualei (Maui) andMakahaHawaiianCivic Clubs,the
searchfor self-identitybecameapparentto this projecfsresearchasmanyof our opio(children),
rnakua(youngadults),andsafeto say,manyof ourkupuna(elder)doesnot knowtheEnglish
definition northe histo~yof the district in which eachresides,(seeattachment)promptingthe
needto educateour communityin Sel/LidentilyandSenseofPlace.

WHCC andotherorganizationswho havereceivedLCCBPfunding,all haveonecommongoal:
to provide “programsandservicesthat addressproblemsand/orconcernsin oar respective
communities”...th.eLCCBPhelpsall of usto accomplishour individual projects.

The eliminationof LCCBPfunding would force theclosingof programsandservicescurrently
beingprovidedto the community....WHCC urgesthe City Council to not cut this funding; a
basicnecessitycrucial to the Wai’anaeCoast’ssurvival.

Mahalo for your considerationandunderstandingof amuchneededentity for the Leeward
Coast!
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Attachment

Wai’anaeHawaiianCivic Club: CapitalImprovementProject (CIP)

PhaseH: ProjectDescription

WE-ICC andcollaborators(CoreGroup),Nanaikapono,Lualualei andMakahaHawaiianCivic
ClubshascompletedtheSignageProject~Phasel’s first 2 objectives.

definedenglishtranslationof the4 majormoku(s)(district), Nanakuli, Lualualei(Maui),
Wai’anaeandMakaha
documentedhistory of districtsandahupua’a(landdivisionusuallyextendingfrom the
mountainpeaksto the sea)

• identified district city boundaries(western)
interviewedandtapedkupunaon their recollectionof boundarylines(traditional)prior to
city’s intervention,andtheafter effect (western)whenboundarylineswereofficially
determined;and lastly
draftedsignsfor eachdistrict

Thedatacollectedduringthis Phasewill be incorporatedinto l’haseIi’s last 2 objectiveslisted
below:

The Object3: Conductcommunitymeetingsin eachahupua’aregardingSignageProject.
Teachersandstudentswill sharetheir findingsthroughbrochuresandakupunaCD that
specificallyidentifieswho theyare, and,what makestheir ahupua’asounique.Complete
searchfor steeringcommittee,andmeetwith city plannerson signcostandtypeof material
requiredto meetstandardcodes,including themaintenanceof signs.

Objective4: To culminatethe coregroup’sefforts, theproject will beshowcasedat several
communityevents,i.e. Sunseton the Beach,Wai’anaeCoastComprehensiveHealth Fair,
Army AwarenessDay, Youth LeadershipConference,to mentionafew. The objectiveis to
reachasmanyof the residentswho residebetweenNanakuliandMakahaduringthe project’s
required12 monthtime period. With all the negativeconnotations(increasedhomeless,
drugs,graffiti, burglaries,fear,etc.) saidof this coast,it’s time to bring backthe “Westside
Pride”.

Goal is to bring Awarenessto thecommunity-at-iarge...moreimportantly,to instill an ingrained
knowledgeof the moku andahupua’ain which eachreside,andtheir ability to recognizethe
needfor self- identity, particularlywhenenteringandleavingeachahupua’a,leavingadistinct
SenseofPlace
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